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Key Drivers: 
Recycling Research & Systems Enhancements



Critical 

Research



Advanced Recycling & 
EPR

Pathway: Pathway exists for advanced recycling 
in EPR states

Hard-to-recycle: Advanced recycling is viewed 
as critical for increased recycling of hard-to-
recycle plastics like mono and multi-material 
film packaging

Structure: Key technology decisions are still in 
progress



CA Model: Film Packaging Recycling 
Pathway

“Embracing the Messy Middle 
of Recycling”

Generation Collection Sortation Recycling End Market

Residential

500,000 T

Industrial

1.5 M T

Curbside

379,000 T

Drop-off

75,000 T

B2B

1.275 M T

Primary

Secondary

Preprocessing

Mechanical

Advanced

Recyclate

1.305 M T

Models are useful to examine how components 
interact or to facilitate discussion – not to make 
predictions.

Advance
d 

Recycling

Advanced 
recycling could 
boost capture by 
38%

California Law

Year Recycling Rate (%)

2028 30

2032 65

Flexible packaging has low 
recycling rates

Favorable packaging to 
product

Low climate 
impact



Key Findings 

Adding secondary sortation is a key opportunity to boost recycling 
capture rates. 

AR is essential to achieving California’s 65% recycling goal, 
addressing materials beyond the reach of mechanical recyclers. 

Clear bale specifications for advanced recycling will drive 
efficiency, lower contamination, and improve visibility across the 
recycling stream.



Scaling U.S. Advanced Recycling

Challenge: Policy makers shaping advanced 
recycling conditions lack robust research to guide 
decisions.

• Identify infrastructure required to scale U.S. 
advanced recycling.

• Evaluate how mass balance attribution 
methods affect required infrastructure.

No Mixing Mixing

Benefit High physical 
presence

Lower physical 
presence

Trade off Limited 
infrastructure 

Leverage 
existing 
infrastructure



Film Recycling: Radical Collaboration

An effective holistic systems approach is 
viewed as critical to meaningful progress in 
increasing recycling rates—especially for film 
and flexible packaging.

Flexible Film Peer Collaborative 

Circular Action Alliance Taskforce

“Unlocking flexible plastic recycling at scale requires value chain 
alignment across investment, collection, infrastructure, and 
policy.”—Unilever, Nestlé, Mars, PepsiCo, Mondelez International



Flexible Film Recycling 
Peer Collaborative 



Flexible Films Initiatives: California Landscape 2025–
2026

Flexible Films Initiatives: California Landscape 2025-2026

Education

SPC + FFRA 

Consumer Marketing 
Campaign

Collection

+ TRP + FFRA + CAA + SPC

Retail Drop-Off Verification 

CA Access Study
Commercial Collection 

pilots 

Reprocessing
ACC + FPA

MRF subsidies

Market Development

CAA + TRP + AEPW + 
USFFI + FFRA + APR

End Market Mapping + 
Demand Champions

Demand Pull Study

MMF Pilot

Advocacy

ACC + TRP + Delterra + 
USFFI 

Federal Supportive Policies

State EPR + Supportive 
Policies

Value Chain Roadmap | Strategy Foundation

ACC + FPA + FFRA

MRF Collection Pilots + 
CalFFlex Grants 

Advanced + Mechanical 
Recycling Flows

MRF film economic 
subsidies 





Partners Call-to-Action

Help Shape the Future & Drive Progress in Film Recycling

A circular system requires coordinated action across the value 
chain.  We're seeking partners to help define priorities, eliminate 
barriers and accelerate solutions.

Together, we can:

✓ Increase recovery and recycling
✓ Strengthen end markets
✓ Inform policy and investment
✓ Scale a circular system for California

Join the effort. Shape the roadmap. Drive impact.



Shari Jackson
Director, Packaging Team

Shari_Jackson@americanchemistry.com
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